WAG   CAMPAIGN   UPDATE

The proposals for EHE registering and monitoring do not close until the 23rd November and it is crucial that everyone responds to this.  If you don’t live in Wales then try to put something about your connection to EHE in Wales on the front of the form if you can.  For example you could say if you are related to an EHE child in Wales or have plans to move to Wales.  If you can’t do that don’t worry, you could refer to your concerns that these proposals could open the door to similar things in England.

Since the announcement and in fact before then, a lot of work has been done on this in Wales. Crucially we have set up a petition to challenge the proposals and have a programme of visits to Assembly ministers that we are working through.  Initially, AMs were generally in favour of the proposals, seeing them as little more than a register.  After receiving correspondence from constituents and meetings with knowledgeable people they do usually appreciate that it is not a register that is proposed but a licensing scheme, involving draconian powers for LAs.  AMs are then able to see why we object so much.  It is very important that everyone who can writes to their AM to voice their views, as that is likely to weigh in our favour considerably.  If you do not know who your AM is you can find the information by typing your postcode into the relevant box on the site http://www.assemblywales.org/
I had rated our chances of beating this initially at around 5% but am now thinking more in terms of 35% - 40% chance.  Against us is the fact that Labour have 50% of seats in the Senedd and it is a Labour party proposal.  Labour in Wales have a greater tendency to use the whip than do the other parties so, should they do so for the voting, it is up to us to get every other AM on our side.  If the vote is 30:30 the proposal will not go ahead as a tie results in no action being taken.  It is a big ask; but it can be done.  In our favour is the fact that ministers, no matter what we think of them, do genuinely want to do the right thing.  Talking to ministers face to face has proven very productive in getting them to appreciate that these proposals are not the right thing.

There is now only one of the consultation meetings set up specifically to encourage young people to give their views remaining. This is in Conwy on Tuesday 30th October so please do attend if you can as we do not want this to be seen as a matter we are uninterested in. Unfortunately these have seen some hiccups at earlier meetings with comments made of leading questions and it being a foregone conclusion.  However, I have spoken to the organisers and feel that they have listened and taken the issues on board.  I have received similar feedback from other EHE families.  The facilitators of the meetings are due to report back to WAG after the completion of the final meet.  I am most pleased to report that they have agreed to include my findings in their report to WAG and I will be speaking with them on Tuesday to ensure that we have as much influence as possible on how they report.

My briefing document has been sent to every AM other than four who I am seeing within the next few days.  It has been received really favourably with several responding in writing in a really positive way.  This has led to several other matters being raised which we have been able to provide responses for to AMs.  It may interest others to know that a North Wales AM has an assistant who has an EHE child.

On 7th November I am in the Senedd to hand over the petition.  Please, if you haven't signed it do so.  It is just one factor in this but it could well make a difference.  At that meeting it has been arranged that an opportunity will be available to me to speak to committee members about the issues.  It is my intention to make clear that we do not need legislation but rather the government should be forcing LAs to follow good practice using the existing guidelines.

It is quite clear from meetings with AMs that giving them an alternative course of action is important and the alternative course that we have identified is to not legislate against us but to enforce compliance with existing legislation on LAs.  By identifying one case of 'good practice' we are holding that up as an example of how the existing guidance actually works when it is followed.  We have also highlighted how it does not work where it is not followed and how that creates the adversarial situation we are in.  I feel that it is important to highlight how good practice is possible and productive, as if we remain wholly negative we appear to be hostile and un-co-operative, whereas putting forward ideas of how ‘good practice’ encourages a co-operative relationship shows us in a more favourable light.

So the message is: keep writing to your AM, as it can help; they do listen when we tell them the facts.  Visit your AM if you can, as they do want to do what they feel is right and if they know how strongly we feel they are more likely to come to our side.  Fill in the consultation without leaving any blank boxes; if you disagree say ‘disagree’.  Where questions are ambiguous or leading you can tick disagree and write why you can't answer it properly rather than leave it blank - blanks or ‘don’t know’s will not balance the scales as well as ‘disagree’ does.  Sign the petition too: 

https://www.assemblywales.org/epetition-list-of-signatories.htm?pet_id=792 – you have another 9 days to add your weight to it.  Most of all make sure your voice is heard.

Recently two of us visited Leighton Andrews, the education minister.  Even he, the man presenting these proposals, did listen to us.  At one point he was nodding subconsciously as we spoke, a real sign of listening with his mind rather than being simply polite.  Of course he would not discuss the issues but he listened.  Every AM you visit must also listen and possibly hear what we are saying with an open mind.

We have an advantage over when we fought the Badman proposals and that is our knowledge of the weapons used against us.  Most of those were pre-empted by my research, which gives useful data to dispel myths about safeguarding and ‘failure to educate’ concerns.  Please don’t feel that AMs who raise those issues are being deliberately offensive; they are not. The popular media has sensationalised this over several years and people who do not know the facts glean their knowledge from what is in the public domain. You can help dispel these myths by presenting the real situation of caring parents wanting the best for your children.  Each time you write to your AM or visit him or her you are helping to fight this.

I am hopeful that the next couple of weeks will bring some positive support from ministers in a position to help us and will report as soon as possible.

Wendy – 28th Oct 2012

