WAG CAMPAIGN UPDATE – 8th November 2012

On Wednesday (7th Nov) I was in the Senedd to meet Simon Thomas AM, the Plaid Cymru shadow education minister.  It had been quite difficult to arrange that meeting, but worthwhile.

Simon Thomas advised me that his party had not discussed the issue of elective home education, as they had not considered it to be an issue that needed addressing.  He did however listen and ask pertinent and interested questions.  As he said, the problem we face is the conflation with safeguarding, particularly in the current climate where the North Wales care home investigations; politicians and Jimmy Savile have reared their ugly heads.  I believe that we can use that information to our benefit, though, as those cases all involved abuse by people in authority, people with control outside the family, not parents.  It is so obviously wrong to argue that EHE is a safeguarding issue and Mr Thomas fully recognised that fact.  Perhaps anyone who has not filed their submission yet could make that point when they do.

The other interesting point was that he said ‘the good thing is [Labour] don’t have a majority’.  Whilst we know this already, his saying it indicates to me that this proposal is not one that he endorses.

The next meeting was with William Powell AM who chairs the petitions committee.  I had been advised that we would have two members of the committee considering our proposals present, but in the end it was just Mr Powell.  Because I had been expecting to have a meeting with the committee members, the group decided to keep the handover low key.  Had we known that it would not be like that, we’d have had more people present.  Nonetheless we had a happy bunch of 16 adults and children to support it.

The petition handover was very worthwhile as Mr Powell is not only obliged to consider our petition, which drew 1614 signatures, with his committee, but also because he was extremely interested in the points I made to him.  I was asked to forward to him my briefing document with the data in order that he can ensure that members read it prior to the petition being considered.  I am confident that this will happen as I arrived home to an e-mail reminder to send them.

All in all, despite having to leave my home at a time beginning with a 6 instead of getting up at my usual time beginning with a 9, it was a worthwhile visit.

On Friday (9th Nov.), I am seeing Ieun Wynn Jones AM and, next week, Angela Burns AM (Con), shadow education minister, and Mark Isherwood AM, who is a fantastic supporter.

Other news from the last week includes the Leader of the Opposition writing in response to the briefing document saying how much he supports us.

Wendy, 8th November 2012 

