Report 2: WAG YOUNG PERSONS WORKSHOP, Cardiff, 26th Oct. 2012 
Bryony McDonagh and I attended the consultation meeting in Cardiff. 

A fairly disappointing turn out with only six home edders making it (I'm not counting myself or Bryony here) and about ten teenagers but there were a lot (7?) of LAs there, an educational psychologist, a representative from 'Christian Light' and two representatives of the Assembly this time (Ruth and Cara). The LAs were from Cardiff, Bridgend, Caerphilly, RCT and Monmouthshire.

They had taken on board the suggestions from the Builth Wells meeting and ironed out some of the problems with the wording of the questions but there was still an assumption that registration had taken place throughout the talks. The organisers were quite clear though that there was no need to answer anything, but they did ask that if we felt able would we write why we were unwilling to answer. They did make it clear that the improvement in questions and qualifying statements were because of comments made at Builth Wells.

The meeting was very friendly and followed the same format as Builth Wells; the video camera wasn't used this time though.

During the discussion safeguarding was brought up, and children who are not being educated at home but avoiding truancy/school attendance orders by being deregistered. The LAs on my table were keen to discuss their concerns on these issues, as they believed they were a real problem. Generally though while they were keen on some form of list they weren't trying to be confrontational and the Bridgend LA/Home Educators interaction was brought up as a way the present system could work.

Celia

