Report 3: WAG YOUNG PERSONS WORKSHOP, Conwy, 30th  Oct. 2012

Meeting today in Conwy left me feeling more positive over the likely outcome of all of this.

One Local Authority sent a deputation, no other word for it, who were vociferously adamant that monitoring is needed initially.  They quoted Sion D despite the fact that the poor boy was under SS and hospital care prior to school age and EHE was not the cause of his problems.  However, two fantastic and knowledgeable local EHE parents dealt really well with that and did get them at least to see our viewpoints.

Approximately 80 people were there including representatives from WAG and little ones too young to vote.  61 people were voting on the questions.

The facilitators were fine and gave as good a 'show' as we might expect.  Sadly they are limited in what they can ask by having to stay within the remit given them.  The questions are horribly skewed to obtain agreement but the majority of those voting (61) elected not to answer those questions.  They were happy to announce to the room a couple of points that I brought up, such as the design of the submission document which has already led to some people ticking the box for ‘agree’ when they mean ‘disagree’.

I didn't get all of the results down from the voting due to the speed they were flashed up on screen but those I did are as follows:

Should there be a register: 

No 38, Yes 8, Don't know 5

Should a child who parents don't co-operate etc. go to school: 

No 44, Yes 0,  Don't know 4

Should EHE families work with LAs: 

Yes 7 No 44

Should visits take place at home: 

Always 4, sometimes 12, never 12, not sure 6, no vote 26

Should registration be refused on the 3 grounds: 

Yes 3, No 24, Don't know 2, no answer 32

Report to be provided within 12 weeks: 

Yes 8, No 11, Don't know 4, No answer 37

I was really pleased to be told that in the meetings that have been held, apart from the one LA today, LAs have been against the proposals.  Further, the facilitators were unambiguous about their intention to report back to WAG that the majority of HErs and LAs were against the proposals.

The general feeling was that a register was not a problem, as it already exists in practice as a VOLUNTARY one.  That continuing was accepted in general.  It was compulsion and particularly monitoring that were not accepted.  People were given ample opportunity to put their views down on paper for the facilitators to use to inform their final report, specifically they asked those who didn’t vote to clarify why they felt unable to do so.

What really impressed me was the number of very articulate and well-informed young people there.  I sat next to a 14 year old young man who was writing intelligent and well thought out reasons ‘for’ and ‘against’ the questions asked.  It was clear that he understood a lot of the difficulties.  On another table were three teens who are known to those of us in North Wales, and they gave a considered and thoughtful argument.  It is young people such as those who give the true picture of EHE, and WAG officials were there to note it.

I had plenty of opportunity to talk to those in a position to make a difference in WAG and to meet the faces behind the correspondence.  It was also most useful to be able to see that they were listening and absorbing the feedback.

The enthusiasm in the room for politely putting across our views was enormous.  Although the facilitators did say that they can’t guarantee that WAG will take any notice of their report, it would be somewhat incongruous if they commissioned it and ignored it; so some hope that it will be productive.  In general the meeting and mostly the feedback from chatting to people has moved my view of the likely outcome to a higher bet on our success.

Wendy
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