Report 1: WAG YOUNG PERSONS WORKSHOP, Powys, 18th Oct. 2012  - informal reports
I was there this morning and in fact it was really useful.  

Firstly the LA personnel totally got home ed and are almost as anti this legislation as we are!  They really took on board the strength of the feeling against this bill.

I feel it has done our cause a power of good that they were there, as it was bought home to them how the good relationships that they currently have with home edders will be jeopardised if this legislation goes thru'.  

THE LAs THERE DID NOT WANT THIS LEGLISLATION!

It strengthens their argument having been there and able to express our feelings in their reports.  We were asked early on whether we were parents, children or other.  There were 5 "others" there.  

I was sharing a table with 4 professionals from three councils - one from School health, one head of Education, one head of EHE and a colleague who did visits.

One county has sent details of the workshop and consultations to all its known home edders and were shocked that mine hadn't!

During the workshops we discussed many points and I was surprised at how many of 'our' points they have already put in their submissions.

The main thing they hoped to get out of notification (they do not want registration) was the ability to pull down funding from WAG, similar to the pupil premium, in order to be able to fund things for home edders, for example, they have IT suites in their youth centres free during the day and they would like funding from WAG to let home edders use these, as education have to pay youth in order to use these suites!

It is < really > non-threatening, my kids had a great time.

It is run by a home edding family whose children are now in their late teens.

Responses are by pressing buttons on a box, writing feedback from your workshop questions, and general discussion.

No one has to give their names or any details.

They pass round chocs (this was home edding teens idea) and there is tea, coffee, juice and water.

There is a video where the kids can do an anon piece to camera with their views either individually or as a group.

Really, as these things go it was OK.

I would strongly urge people to go.  I really feel from today that we have a very good chance of getting this legislation changed or binned.

---------------------

Cannot agree strongly enough with (above) on this one - and I only agreed to go the night before after some arm twisting as not convinced this would be something I wanted to expose the children to. It was a very positive experience, and my children are pleased they went and actually engaged the WAG rep at the end and had a long conversation with her. 

The family running it are super - ex home ed - and although they have to be impartial at least understand the issues and what home ed is about. Anonymity was not a problem. Would definitely recommend everyone attends one of these events and makes their views known. Kids are now planning visits to our AM etc.

----------------------

Report 2: WAG YOUNG PERSONS WORKSHOP, Powys, 18th Oct. 2012  - EO Trustee Report
Today’s meeting was a very open, warm and friendly environment. Given that children were invited along to participate and give opinions it worked very well. Everything was simple and explained clearly and plenty of time was allowed for any questions or feedback.

It consisted of numerous questions with multiple-choice answers and four workshops in between to discuss a summary of the questions that had been asked. The family who run Youth Friendly, the group organising the consultation, took open criticism of the wording of the questions and promised to make changes by the next meeting, as there was some ambiguity in the phrasing.

Today there were two LAs from Pembroke and one from Ceredigion. There was also a registered school nurse from Powys school health board. Sitting at the same table with them was enlightening, as they did seem to agree overall that the consultation was incredibly flawed and did not agree as a group with forced registration or annual renewal. They seemed of the opinion that it was a ludicrous idea if nothing else for the simple fact that there was no manpower or funding for it.

There was a camera so that if people (old and young alike) wished to share their personal opinion they were welcome to. All the footage will be given to the committee along with the report detailing the results.

Ruth Conway of the Education group was there from the Welsh Assembly and she seemed very impressed with the opinions expressed at the meeting and was pleased to see so many children there able to give their own opinions freely and so well articulated (sometimes more so than the parents).

Overall it was a positive meeting with great feedback and an openness from the LAs that I hadn't been expecting. If the other meetings go just as well it will be a fantastic outcome.

Bryony

